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BIOGRAPHY 
 

Professor (Sir) Chief Cyril Chiedozie Nwako 

was born in Anua, Akwa Ibom State Nigeria 

to the family of  Sir Cyril N. Nwako 

(Founding Chairman/CEO of Cynako Group 

of Companies Limited) and Lady Elizabeth 

Nwako, (Retired Principal of Schools) both of 

blessed memory.   

 

He had his early nursery and primary educa-

tion at the Holy Rosary and Our Lady of 

Lourdes School, Danfodio Road Aba, where 

his mother was teaching at the time but later 

transferred to the prestigious Sancta Maria 

Private Primary School Aba and his high 

school education started at Sancta Crux Sec-

ondary School, Olokoro, Umuahia before he 

moved to the famous Christ the King College 

(CKC) Onitsha where he completed his high 

school education.  At CKC Onitsha, he was 

very active in their hockey team and also 

played soccer.   

 

His father’s undying love for education, 

which according to him “is the biggest asset 

anyone can bequeath to his children,” was a 

huge source of strength and inspiration to him 

to soar high academically.  His very strict par-

ents insisted that he first train as a teacher be-

fore furthering his studies abroad which led 

him to Saint Charles Teacher Training Col-

lege Onitsha where he completed his TTC 

program before travelling to Dublin in 1980 

for his undergraduate program which he suc-

cessfully completed before relocating to the 

United States of America for further studies.   

He attended the famous Bolton Street College 

of Technology in Dublin to study Printing and 

Design.  He excelled in his studies so much so 

that on his graduation day, he walked up to 

the podium so many times to collect several 

awards from organizations and institutes like 

the British paper merchants, printing and 

newspaper guilds and computer institutes.  He 

ended up with a gold watch at the end of the 

presentations.  It was so moving that the student that kept being called was black amongst so many 

white counterparts.   By the end of the evening, Watford School of Printing in England wanted him to 

further his education with them.  His Head of Department, Mr. O’Herffernan of the blessed memory 

had a different ambition for his brightest student.  He wanted his best student to attend “The Best  
(Continued on page 7) 
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school of printing in the world.”  He got him a place at the 

University of Rochester and fast tracked his visa at the US 

embassy to enable him to not miss a semester.  CC at-

tended the Rochester Institute of Technology, New York 

where he earned his Bachelor Degree before proceeding to 

New York University where he earned his Masters and 

Doctorate Degrees.   

 

His teaching career in the Graphic Communication De-

partment of Kean University New Jersey spanned for 

twenty four years during which he affected various lives 

in so many ways.  The outpouring of tributes since his 

passing is a testament of how he distinguished himself in 

the area of his professional calling. 

 

He started his teaching career in earnest after his PhD at 

Kean University in New Jersey where he lectured in their 

ICT department. He lectured in the Graphic Communica-

tions Department.  He became a professor a few years af-

ter joining the staff at the university.  At Kean, he served on the GE Program Development and Im-

plementation Committees.  He not only worked on the committee to restructure the General Educa-

tion Program, but also on the implementation of the entire GE Program.  

 

He had a long history of teaching in the GE Program with great success. (The KFT Voice, Volume 

18, September 2013) “Cyril took the education of his students extremely seriously by preparing them 

to be the leaders of tomorrow.”  In his own words, “Each student comes with an open mind, and it is 

my responsibility to help develop that mind as fully as possible.” “Education is not just an equalizer 

or perceived key to success, but is essential for a healthy democracy.”  He also taught some courses 

at the Notable New York University.  

 

He met his wife Victoria and they married in 1991.  The marriage produced five children namely: 

Clementina, Janerita, Henrietta, Tiffany and Cyril Jr.  To the glory of God, two of these children are 

University graduates today and another two are in the University as well. 

 

He was a devout member of the Roman Catholic Church and was a mass servant at Christ the King 

Church (CKC) Aba in the early 70’s under the pastoral guidance of late Monsignor Edward Nwafor.  

He held various positions in the church in the service of God his creator.  He was decorated in 2001 

as a Knight of Saint Columbus 4th degree where he rose to become a Grand Knight of Martin Luther 

King Sub Council from 2012 until his passing to glory. 

 

CC was very active in the Nigerian community both in New York and New Jersey.  He was an active 

member of Abagana Welfare Union NY/NJ branch where he served in various executive positions.  

He was also a former National President of Abagana Welfare Union in the Americas.  He was also an 

active member of the Peoples Club of Nigeria International amongst other clubs and associations to 

which he belonged. 

 

In 2003, in recognition of his generosity and so many landmark achievements in his community the 

Urumpi Community Abagana nominated and presented him to the Igwe in Council for installation as 

“Ichie Ezenwude na Abagana.”  He was the representative of Urumpi Community in the Igwe’s 

cabinet until his demise. The people of Amankalu Igbere Community in Abia State Nigeria also rec-

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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ognized his academic achievements with a traditional chieftaincy title of “Ihe Mmuta” (Beacon of 

Light/Education). 

 

His love for humanity especially the elderly, cuts across racial and political boundaries ,and he had 

numerous friends from all walks of life.  He was widely travelled and carried the burdens of everyone 

that he came across.  He was a very peaceful man and a very devoted father.  He is one brother that 

will be greatly missed as long as this life remains.  His humble disposition and how easy he took this 

life endeared many to him. He had this infectious smile which lights up the room wherever he goes, a 

peace loving man and an unrepentant family man who believes in family values.  CC held a firm be-

lief that there must be a way in every situation and he seemed to have an idea of everything and any-

thing.  No wonder many of his friends would rather call him for every situation .  Their testimony is 

that he always had something positive to bring to the table. 

 

After his father’s death in 1999, the larger family responsibility squarely rested on him as the first son 

of the family.  He carried out this responsibility to the best of his ability until his passing.  His trip to 

Nigeria was actually to firm up arrangements for his mother’s memorial service.  He lived for every-

one and was the most giving person I have met.  He positively affected lives and left lasting impres-

sions that people are still testifying till date.  He had a wonderful working relationship with his col-

leagues especially Dr. Damico who described him as “a brother”.   

 

CC lived a short and purposeful life.  He gave to all who came his way.  He shared with everyone.  

His apartment in Harlem, New York was a Mecca of some sorts to people who just arrived from Ni-

geria in search of greener pastures.  He was always available to provide all manner of support and 

counseling to everyone that came his way. 

 

 

Good Night CC. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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My husband for 23 years 

 
    C. I called him, my world, my half col-

lapsed on me 12/29/13 without a hint. After 

all the who, why, how, when were answered, 

it was and still feels like a fairy tale from 

Disney World. It dawned on me that you 

were actually gone when Dr. Ejike Okokwo 

actually transferred your body to Aba. 

      C. I don’t know what led to your death, 

but, I do know and from what you have told 

me months, weeks, even on Christmas Day 

how your feelings were hurt from many an-

gles. I am not here to judge anyone, for God 

knows the best. I can only pray and ask God 

to forgive those who have hurt you. 

      You are with God now, no more hurt, no 

more hate, no more hassle, no more stress, 

and no more power struggle. 

      If I had to choose my husband all over 

again, I will not change a thing about him: 

except go to party early and leave early with 

one or no sip. 

      You are at peace now, joking, smiling 

with all the angels and saints and our blessed 

mother. 

 

  Mrs. Victoria Nwako 

 

In loving memory of our dearly, lovely, handsome 

father and uncle. We can never forget about your 

unique character, humor, wit, energy, intelligence, 

determination, and your love for your family, cul-

ture, and friends.  We never lacked anything; you 

provided and came to our rescue without question at 

any time and place.  We could honestly understand 

why God would want you so close to his side.  You 

are the strongest, most humble, courageous, festive, 

stern, talented, and wisest man. In comparison to 

Superman, you supersede him in our eyes. Even 

though we could never accept the fact that you are 

gone, the memories you left behind will live forever 

in our thoughts and in our words.  You will be sadly 

missed and always remembered with a smile. Sleep 

well KING CYRIL, you'll forever be in our hearts. 

We love you, but God loves you more. 

We miss you, we miss you so so much... 

 Love, 

 Your children, nieces, and nephews 

Tributes, Eulogies, Letters 
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My dear dear friend Dr. Cyril Nwako 
 

I first met my friend and colleague Dr. Cyril 

Nwako more than 30 years ago. We were both 

completing our graduate degrees at New York 

University and we worked together on our doc-

toral dissertations. I remember our first trip to-

gether was to a very large trade show in Dussel-

dorf Germany in 1986.  

 

We became close friends long before we started 

working together at Kean University some 10 

years ago.  What struck me when I first met 

Cyril was his warm glowing smile and charming 

gentle nature. 

 

Then, as our friendship grew, I realized that his 

mind was very powerful. I first noticed he had a 

very strong, almost photographic, memory for 

everything -- facts, figures and events. Yet 

memory was not the most outstanding aspect of 

his mind. He also had a tremendous talent for 

absorbing new information and processing 

knowledge.  

 

But as I got to know him even better I learned 

that he was most gifted mentally with respect to 

strategy -- strategy in the attainment of his 

goals.And these were not goals for self gain -- 

but goals to help those he cared for -- his family, 

colleagues and students.  Instead of fighting and 

meeting obstacles head on, I noticed he simply 

found ways to go around them. (I decided very 

early on that my friend Dr. Cyril Nwako would be 

someone that I would always be extremely di-

rect and forthcoming with.) 

 

As our friendship grew and we got to know each 

other better, I came to realize that his warm 

smile and gentle persuasive nature were simply 

a reflection of so much more that was in his 

heart and soul. 

 

He was not only the brightest individual I have 

ever worked with, but also the kindest.   He was 

dedicated to his parents, his siblings, his wife, 

his children...and it was very clear that he was 

dedicated to his students in terms of teaching, 

academic advisement, and career guidance. His 

concern was genuine. 

 

On my first day on the job at Kean University 10 

years ago, my dear friend and colleague wel-

comed me by placing the course description of 

every course in the program on the table -- in-

cluding all of his own courses that he had taught 

for years -- and graciously asked me, "What 

would you like to teach? What will make you 

shine?"  And, whenever I had any measure of 

success, I could feel that he was genuinely 

proud for me. 

 

This point brings me to still one more attribute 

that my dear friend had -- and that one that I 

truly hope to learn and grow from. 

 

A university (and the world) can be a place 

where there is a good deal of in-fighting, compe-

tition, jealousy and greed. Even when Cyril 

might have been treated unfairly, I never felt a 

negative thought from his soul, or heard him say 

a bad word about anyone. He would simply 

smile. And this smile might have contained a 

little disappointment, and maybe a little 

hurt....but never an ounce of bitterness or hate 

 

There might have been a touch of embarrass-

ment in this smile as well -- not for himself -- but 

for those who were not fortunate enough to be 

on his spiritual level. 

 

I know my dear friend was a deeply religious 

(Continued on page 42) 



IGBO LEGACY      April 2014     Page 27 



IGBO LEGACY      April 2014     Page 28 

Tribute to My Brother Prof. CC 

Nwako 

There is no exhalation in a tribute and none in 
funeral. It is always a cataclysmic moment.  
Sometimes I get a kick from writing but not for 
any funeral and not for a Nunc Dimittis for my 
brother.  This is a very sad time for me and many 
others.  Death is inevitable and God is Omni sci-
ence.   These two laws made the situation un-
challengeable.  Otherwise, how could one under-
stand the mystery of death.  You are here today 
and tomorrow you are gone forever.  There is no 
age discrimination, nor sex favoritism.   Death 
accepts no bribe nor plea. It has no respect for 
riches nor sympathy for poverty.  Sometimes it 
sneaks in, sometimes barrages in.  No matter the 
form of its motion it deals a devastating blow to 
its victims. 
 
The passage of Cyril Chiedozie Nwako on De-
cember 29, 2013 was shocking to me being a 
formidable friend of mine and a brother in every 
sense of it.  He was born and raised in Aba, Abia 
State.  Despite the fact that we both hail from 
Abagana, we first met in Christ The King College, 
CKC, Onitsha in 1973.  We lived in the same dor-
mitory, School/ Tagbo House. We struck a strong 
bond for each other and had very cordial relation-
ship as students.  Every Amaka boy, as we call 
ourselves in CKC, Onitsha, loves sports especial 
soccer but CC also had special likeness for 
hokey and devoted much time playing it until we 
left high school.  The relationship continued as 
soon as we met again in New York City about 
two and half decades ago.  Ever since then, I had 
always known him as a brother and related to 
him very friendly.  In fact, we had mutual respect 
and confidence in each other.  
 
CC, as we fondly called him, was a tenured pro-
fessor of Graphic Communications at Kean Uni-
versity, Union, New Jersey. He received his Ph.D 
in Arts from New York University.  The bedrock of 
his academic success was shear determination 
and focus.  In other words, aspiration backed by 
perspiration.  He was President General of Aba-
gana Welfare Union in Americas, (AWUA).  He 
was also President of Abagana Welfare Union, 
New York/New Jersey.  He was a Knight of the 
Catholic Church and belonged to some other so-
cial organizations.  He was titled in Abagana as 
Ichie Ezenwude by the late Igwe A.A.O. Ezenwa 

and held other traditional titles from other Igbo 
communities including Igbere, Abia State. 
 

Any one who came close to him will acknowledge 
he was a real gentleman.  Always willing to 
guide, help, cooperate, counsel, contribute and 
lead when necessary.  His level of inter-personal 
diplomacy is outstanding that sometimes I call 
him Diplomat extraordinaire.  He was never con-
frontational even in cases of utter provocation but 
would seek a smooth and peaceful resolution.  
He had uncommon memory and could recollect 
minute details of any event decades after.  My 
encounter with him in 1991 in Boston at a rela-
tion’s wedding was always a hilarious episode for 
us whenever we recounted the situation. Of 
course that was where the “nwanyi nete ogili” 
alias originated.  Needless to narrate the entire 
episode because it is not pertinent now.  But it 
was a classical game of diplomacy.  The entire 
story may be told another time. 
 

Thank God, CC had a beautiful and dutiful family. 
His wife Victoria and children are very strong indi-
viduals and the Almighty will guide them to live a 
fulfilled life even in the colossal absence of their 
father and pillar.  God will make them stronger, 
protect and prosper them.  The entire Nwako 
family should keep faith in God Who Knows the 
best.  Bear this great loss with candor, fortitude, 
unity and hope in God.  For Abagana, Ndigbo, 
Nigeria and America, wherever people who are 
related, friendly or dealt with CC in personal or 
official capacity, do not be despondent because 
he was a jolly good fellow, intellectual, craftsman 
and optimist.  He would hate to perceive hope-
lessness in us.  God gives, God takes. We 
should all surrender to His Will.  May He grant us 
all peace, love, content and wisdom to be our 
brother’s keeper.  May CC’s gentle soul rest in 
peace in the Lord.  AMEN.OKECHUKWU 
UKEKWE 

 

Monsignor Anselm Nworgu officiating during the Requiem 

Mass at Blessed Sacrament Church Parish (Igbo Catholic) in 

Newark, New Jersey USA 
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From: Janelle Alexander 
Date: Tue, Jan 7, 2014 at 1:57 PM 
Condolences 
 
Good afternoon, 
I saw your post on the passing of Dr. Nwako. I 
wanted to express my condolences.  Words 
seem inadequate to express the sadness I 
feel right now. I met Dr. Nwako while working 
in the IT department at Kean University in 
1998. Dr. Nwako was also my professor and 
mentor during my graduate program from 
2004 to 2006. He was such a guiding light to 
me. I am forever grateful for his guidance and 
support during my time at Kean University. 
May the love of those around your family help 
you through the days ahead. 
Janelle Alexander '01, '03, '07. 
 
 

Date: Tue, Jan 7, 2014 at 4:16 PM 
Subject: My condolences on the passing of a 
dear colleague--Dr. Sir Cyril Nwako 
 
To the Nwako Family: 
 
Please accept my condolences on the passing 
of Dr Cyril Nwako. He was a dear friend and 
colleague at Kean University.  I will always 
think of him with that engaging smile and 
pleasant manner.  He was a wonderful caring 
professor, beloved by students, staff, and col-
leagues.  Thank you for sharing him with 
us.  May you be blessed by his memory. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Melodie M. Toby, PhD 
Department of Sociology 
Kean University 

 
 
Date: Tue, Jan 7, 2014 at 4:29 PM 
My deepest condoences to your family 
 
Dear Family Members of Dr. Nwako: 
I am sending my deepest condolences to you 
during your time of bereavement. I knew Dr. 

Nwako at Kean University as a brilliant profes-
sor and fellow union member. He was a sup-
portive individual to the EEO department and 
its students at Kean.  He will forever be re-
membered. 
 

Billie J. Bailey 
 
 
Date: Wed, Jan 8, 2014 at 10:05 AM 
Subject: condolence message 
 
To our beloved Deacon Nwako and his family; 
On behalf of the entire Dominion Welfare dept 
we express our sincere sympathy to Deacon 
Gordin Nwako‘s family, 
We are deeply sorry for your loss. May his 

soul rest in peace. 
Modupe Olorunshola 
HOD Welfare dept 
 
 
Date: Wed, Jan 8, 2014 at 10:46 PM 
Subject: Condolence 
 
My family and I wish to extend our heartfelt 
condolences to the Nwako family. Especially 
to his wife and children. CC has been a great 
brother and friend to our family. Twenty years 
ago, he traveled from New York to Boston, to 
attend our wedding. We have kept in touch 
ever since. Whenever 
he came to Atlanta, he always  stopped by to 
see how we were. He wasalways so down to 
earth and friendly. He will be truly missed. Ma
y his soulforever rest in perfect peace. Amen. 
The Ugonabo Family  

 
From: mweiger 
Date: Sat, Feb 15, 2014 at 11:10 PM 

Subject: sympathy ad sorrow 

 

I am so sorry to hear of Cyril's passing. I am 
old enough to be his mother, and I feel the 
pain of those he left behind. Cyril was an ex-
tremely intelligent, hard-working, creative, and 
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caring colleague, who offered so very much to 
the University and his students. He was 
"above the crowd," and developed the pro-
grams that made Kean stand out. Colleagues 
and students cared deeply about him and he 
will be both remembered and missed. You 
must all be very proud of him. I am sure he is 
and will always be with you, in your hearts, 
minds, and spirits.  

 

 

Date: Mon, Jan 13, 2014 at 1:13 PM 
Subject: Sincere Condolences 
 
 
Dear Nwako Family, 
Please accept my humble condolences on the 
loss of your father and husband Dr. Cyril 
Nwako.  Though I did not know Dr. Nwako per-
sonally, his loss is felt greatly on campus and I 

send you peace in your grieving process.   
Only the best, 
 
Jan O. Kaminsky, PhD, RN 
Assistant Professor 
School of Nursing 
Kean University 
 
 

This is unbelievable that this fine human being 

has gone forever. Every death is painful, but 
this one came as a surprise. Aguiyi, as I fondly 
call him, may your bright smiles continue in 
heaven as you did on earth. You brought 
smiles to many, devoid of sectionalism and 
genuinely shared all you had with many of us. 
You were and still, IGBO broda to the core. 
Watch over their families from heavens gate. 
Adieu. 
 
Sir Clement Ezeh 
 

 
From: Wolde Woubneh 
Date: Mon, Jan 13, 2014 at 7:07 PM 
Subject: Hello Family of Dr Nwako 
 
I Have known Dr. Nwako ever since he got ap-
pointed as professor at Kean in 1991. 

He has been a friend to me always smiling and al-
ways friendly. 
I am distressed he died suddenly. 
My God keep you at peace and may God bless his 
soul!! 
My deepest condolences to all his family! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Wolde Woubneh, EdD Professor 
CO-PI & Coordinator of LSAMP at Kean 
Statistics Consultant 
Mathematics Tutoring Coordinator 
Mathematics Department 
Kean University 

 

 
From: Neil Tetkowski 
Date: Tue, Jan 14, 2014 at 8:46 AM 
Condolences 
 
 
I'm very saddened and shocked to hear of the 
passing of Cyril. I have known him for nearly 
ten years and will miss him. 
 
Neil Tetkowski 
Director of University Galleries 
Kean University  
 

From: Carole Shaffer-Koros 
Date: Wed, Jan 15, 2014 at 8:59 AM 
Subject: Remembering Cyril 
 
I will always remember Cyril's kindness and 
enthusiasm in working with students. Before I 
retired, I was Cyril's Dean, and we enjoyed 
very much our working together. He will be 
greatly missed by those who worked with him 
or had him as a professor in the Graphic Arts 
Department. My condolences to his entire fam-
ily. 
Sincerely, 
Carole M. Shaffer-Koros, PhD 
Founding Dean, School of Visual & Performing 
Arts (retired) 
Carole Shaffer-Koros, PhD 
Professor of English 
Kean University 
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ENCOMIUM FOR PROFESSOR CYRIL NWANKO 
  ( VENISTI VIDISTI ET VICIT ) 

   By: Harris O. Enabulele MD, MHA. 
 

TRULY, TRULY, TRULY, BROTHER-MAN, 
YOUR LIFE: AN ODYSSEY FULFILLED, COME-WHAT-MAY, 
FROM ABAGANA, NIGERIA TO NEW JERSY, U.S.AMERICA, 
A SHAKESPEAREAN FULFILLMENT OF THE FIRST ORDER, 
METEORIC PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS ENDORSED: 

“VENISTI VIDISTI ET VICIT”,  
YOU CAME, SAW & CONQUERED. 

YOU REMAINED OUR PRINCE,  
KNIGHT, CHIEF & HUMBLE PROFESSOR; 

LOVING, CARING AND RESOURCEFUL 
FATHER AND HUSBAND, 

RESILIENT, RESPECTABLE NIGERIAN 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZER, 

BROTHER-MAN, WELL-MEANT JOVIALITY  
AND CONVIVIALITY SHALL BE MISSED 

TOGHETHER THE NIGERIAN COMMUNITY WHISPERS: 
“VENISTI VIDISTI ET VICIT”,  

YOU CAME, SAW & CONQUERED. 
WE SHALL SURELY MEET AYONDER,  

ICHIE EZENWUDE NA ABAGANA. 

NA-EHI URA NKE OMA,  

NA-EHI URA NKE OMA,  

NA-EHI URA NKE OMA. 

A Tribute to  

Professor C.C. Nwako 

 
A very good man and a great mind just passed on.  In 

my over 50 years of existence in this ever-

bewildering world, I have known several people but I 

know of only one person that embodies the following 

qualities: intellectuality, versatility, diligence, pa-

tience, honesty, leadership, amity, cordiality, cha-

risma, harmony, firmness, vision, respect, caring, 

benevolence, altruism, gentility, determination, hu-

mility, empathy, courage, integrity, dynamism, im-

partiality, compassion, synergy, and so on and so 

forth. Chief Dr. Cyril Nwako, a distinguished Kean 

University professor and Ichie Ezenwude of Abagana 

is the only man that I know that possesses all the 

aforementioned qualities. 

 

Chief Dr. C. C. Nwako was a man of many firsts and 

superlatives.  He was the first Nigerian to earn a 

Ph.D. in Graphic Communications from New York 

University. He was the first Nigerian to become a 

full professor at Kean University.  He was the first 

Abagana native living in the Northeast region of the 

United States that was invited from America by Igwe 

Abagana to become an Ichie of my great town, Aba-

gana.  He was the most effective president of Aba-

gana Welfare Union, New York and New Jersey 

branch and Abagana Welfare Union in the Americas.  

As a leader of the People’s Club of Nigeria Interna-

tional (PCNI), his penchant to always champion the 

pathway to fairness and equity in the club is well-

known.     

 

Chief Dr. Cyril Nwako is a colossus of many parts. 

Words alone cannot describe him.  As a happily mar-

ried family man, he was a very caring husband and 

father. As the first son and the leader of his family, 

he did everything that is humanly possible to bring 

everyone together. 

 

Chief Dr. Cyril Nwako is a well-accomplished man 

by any standard.  Dr. CC left an ineradicable foot-

print.  As we celebrate his life today, our focus will 

be on his accomplishments.   

 

It pains my heart that you departed this world and 

relocated to heaven at a young age.  You will be 

missed by many people including your family, stu-

dents, colleagues, friends, well-wishers and the com-

munity at large. One solace that I have is that we will 

meet again at some point. 

 

Adieu my cousin and my best friend. 

Dr. Ejike Okonkwo 
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For updates on this event, visit http://

igbobasics.com/obituaryCyrilNwako.html 

Survived by:  

Victoria Oyakilome Nwako (Wife) 

Miss Clementina Nwako (Daughter) 

Miss Amaka Nwako (Daughter) 

Miss Nwako (Daughter) 

Miss Nwako (Daughter) 

Master C.O.C. Nwako (Son) 

Chief Dr. Mrs. Nwakaego F. 

Nwako-Oraelosi (Odu Enyi Aba-

gana) 

(Sister) 

Mrs. Nkechi Chuma-Opara (Sister) 

Mrs. Nneka Nelly Nwako-Ofunne (Sister) 

Engr. Frank Nwako KtC (Brother) 

Deacon Gordin C. Nwako (Brother) 

Sir Chidi P. Nwako KtC (Brother) 

Miss Chinyere Nwako (Sister) 

Mrs. Obiageli Nwanochili (Sister) 

Lady Ifeyinwa Chukwudile (Sister)  

  

  

Special thanks to the Committee of 

Friends who helped make this event     

possible. 

C.C. Chikezie 
Alex Iheke 
Ejike Okonkwo 
Gerry Nwabueze 

Carl Onyiuke 
Ezinma Onuigbo-Anara 
Gordin Nwako 
Boney Luv Odioerelam 
Chief Ifeanyi Eke 
Ada Bekee 
Amaka Nwosu Okafor 
Agafenachukwu Okafor 
Solo Okonkwo 
Sam Abuja 
Chidi Nwako 
Chidl Onukogu 
Sally Amaezechi Quartey 
Obioma  A. Ibiam 
Chief Rowland Anyanwu 
Vincent Anopueme  
Princes Augusta Njemanze 
Martin Nwa Iwu (Raul) 
Afam Chukwurah Ogazi 
Kenny Obi 
Kenneth Eze 
Emmanuel Okoyeonu 
Chinye Njoku 
Gladys Nwosu 
Chuks Okosl 
Clement Ezeh 
Christopher Ejekwu  
Chief Titus Osuagwu 
Fidelia N. Uzoukwu Odutola 
Okey Ukekwe 
Dr. Prudence Nwobi 
Emmanuel Ezeama 
Sam Onuorah 
Chike Nwokike 
Jude Ejike Okoro 
SGF Freight Services 
Atty. Stanley Ozuzu 
Atty. Peter Maduabum 
Prof. Joe Massaqua 
Akachukwu Adibenma 
Paul Oseagulu 
Chief Albert Ukaigwe 
Engr. Lord Ikejibe 
Amaechi Ezebuiro 
Emeka Okafor 
Patrick Agbugba 
Chief Mike Iferika 
Barbara Miller 
Lillian Adeshila 
Chief C.Y. Njoku 
Frank Nwako 
Lillian Adeshila 
Odabro Restaurant and Lounge 
Chief Emmanuel Edobi 
Carol Ilogimbo 
Dr. Manfred Obi 
Clement (Africa) Ojinnaka 
Ethelbert Oleka 
Diplomat William Ekema 
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CC at a few months old. 

Cyril and Victoria Nwako 

at their wedding in 1991. 

CC’s Parents  pm their wedding day. 
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From R: Late Sir & Lady Cyril 

Nwako, Dr. Godwin Oyakhiromen, 

Mr. & Mrs Dennis Okafor (Wedding 

Sponsors)  

Second Row: R Nneka Nwako & 

Victor Ikeobi (Bestman) 

 

 

Bishop Vincent Ezeonyia joining  

CC and Vicky. 

CC and Vicky with Mr. & Mrs 

Dennis Okafor (Ojinkieme na Aba-

gana) 
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CC & Vicky with in-laws from 

Ozalla & Mrs Osajindu. 

 

From R, Chief Leo Uzoigwe, Victor 

Ikeobi, CC & Vicky, Nneka Nwako & 

a wedding guest. 

 

CC and Vicky with the staff of 

Cynako Group of Companies Lim-

ited Aba. 
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Uncle Chigbos Wedding in Canada with CC and Emma Onua 

CC at a Christening in New York with his family 

As God parents during the Christening of Olivia 

Nkasi Iheke, with Dr. Enabulele & Uche Ogwe. 

C C was a Special Guest of Honor during the wed-

ding of Ngozi & Onyekachi Wogu in 2005 at Owerri, 

Imo State 

Christening of Kenechioma 
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C C 1984 C C 1984 

CC in Front of a fountain in London 
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A Mile Stone Achievement at Kean University 
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A dedicated worker with excellent work ethics.  Professor Nwako at the Lab at Kean University always till wee hours 

Dr. Nwako advising Nasa Onyeuku, a college bound Student from 

Atlanta who visited him at the GCOM Lab at Kean University NJ 

At Waldorf Astoria, NY 
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man -- not only because he was a practicing 

Catholic and attended Church regularly, but 

because of the way he lived his life and, 

mostly, by the way he treated others. He an-

swered fear, jealousy and greed with love 

and compassion.  

 

I know my friend Cyril's spirit lives on be-

cause I can feel it. And I know that he is now 

in heaven with his mom and dad. 

 

I also know that if anyone deserves to be 

appointed an angel, it is my friend dear 

friend Cyril.  

Of course, if there are any obstacles to get-

ting the position, he'll get around them...but I 

think God will grant him the position -- not 

only based upon the way he lived his life 

here on Earth -- but based upon the good-

ness and kindness that lives on his soul. 

With love, 

Greg D'Amico 

(Continued from page 26) 

Professor Cyril Nwako in background often arranged for 

guest speakers to speak to his students.  Picture above 

shows Andrew Jacobs of Ideal Jacobs Corp, Author of 

“HOW TO START AND RUN YOUR OWN COMPANY 

OR SEX, MONEY, AND POWER … IT’S ALL THE 

SAME THING” during one of such lectures organized at  

Kean University 

Professors Cyril Nwako and Dr. Greg D’Amico making a speech to prospective students during  

an open house at Kean University 
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CC with Dr. Celey Okogun and his cousin  

Dr. Ejike Okonkwo during an international visit by Okogun 

to Kean University. 

CC with Comedian Uche Ogbuagu now Special Assistant 

to the Governor of Imo State on entertainment matters. 

CC with Dr. Donald Lokuta instructing some students on 

a project.  

Dr. Greg Damico advising prospective students during an Open House event at Kean University 



IGBO LEGACY      April 2014     Page 44 

CC and Vicky at Nneka’s wedding in Nigeria, 2004 

CC and his family at the PNC Center during the Graduation ceremony of his first daughter Chinelo Nwako 



IGBO LEGACY      April 2014     Page 45 

CC and Vicky with their first two children Chinelo and Amaka 
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CC with his two eldest children Chinelo and Amaka 

CC and Vicky at Abagana 

CC and Vicky at a Christening Ceremony 
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Vicky—Adaze 
Chinelo—Clementina 

Amaka—Jane Rita 
Kenechiona—Henrietta 

Chinenye– Tiffany Cyril III 

Cyril II 
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From left Chinelo, Chisom, Vicky with Cyril III, Tiffany, Kenechioma and Amaka. Second Row right, 

Madonna Nwako, Nwakego Oraelosi, Felicia Nwakop. Last ror from right, Chidi with Ginika Nwako, CC 

and Frank with Olivia Nwako. 
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CC with Gordin and Chidi at Chidi’s 

graduation from Rutgers University 

Public Health Department. 

Gordin and Uche with Chinazaekpere on 

her Christening.  

From Right, CC, Gordin and Chinaza, 

Uche, Chidi with Ebube and Madonna 

Nwako, praying during the Wake Keep-

ing in honor of his mother Ezinne Lady 

Elizabeth Nwako at RCCG Dominion 

Cathedral New Jersey.  
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CC with Professor and Dr. Mrs. Akubue of Nimo 

CC,  Chidi and Frank at Abagana during the 70th  

Birthday of Lady Elizabeth Nwako at Abagana. 

CC and Chief Alex Iheke welcoming the Ohafia/ Bende War dancers to Nwako’s compound at Abnagana. 
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1988 at CKC Aba 

CC and his mother Lady Elizabeth Nwako during an event in Nwako’s compound Abagana. 

With Grand Knight Onu 
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Snow Day at 14th Street, East Orange, NJ, C C always worked hard for his family and tenants 

CC with some of the Family Members when 

Nwakego visited them in America. 
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CC with some members of the family after the Outing Service for Lady Elizabeth Nwako at St. Francis Of Assisi Par-

ish Abagana. From Right: CC, Ifeyinwa, Chinyere, Nwakego, Gordin, Nneka, Adaobi and Chidi. 

CC during the funeral mass for Lady Elizabeth Nwako at 

St. Marks Catholic Church Abagana 

From Right, CC, Nwakego, Uncle Chigbo, Nkechi, Chin-

yere and Ifeyinwa during the Funeral Service of Mum. 
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Ichie Ezenwude welcomes Opiegbe of Igbere and Ohafia 

war dance to Abagana in 2005 

From Right, Gordin, Ezinne Lady Elizabeth Nwako, Cheta, 

Nwakego, Osii, CC, Vicky,Nneka, Chidi and Frank 
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2001 With NASA  Nnamdi Azikiwe Secondary School 

Abagana teachers 

2001 Abagana Fathers memorial 

CC going back to his compound after his installation as Ichie Ezenwude na Abagana escorted by Ichie Oke-

chukwu Nwako and Dr. Godwin Oyakhiromen. Behind are Frank, Chidi and Gordin and Emma Ozobialu. 
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His investiture as Ezenwude December  2003   
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Igwe’s palace 2005 
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Professor Cyril Nwako, Ichie Ezenwude na Abagana being honored with the title of Ihe Mmuta 1 of Amankalu, Igbere 

Autonomous Community, by H.R.H. Eze Charles Onwukwe Iheke, Nkalukwu 1 while Slavco Madzarov of Macedonia 

and Barrister Ifeanyi Iboko look on admiringly 

The American delegation representing Governor Jim McGreevey of New Jersey, paying a courtesy call to the King of 

Amankalu Igbere. At the King’s Palace, pic (l) from l—r Cyril Nwako, Ihe Mmuta, Alex Iheke, Opiegbe, Chuck Linton 

(Obidike Ajuluchukwu) Oso-Eze-achi, Iris Carter, Ozioma, and Slavco Madzarov, Okpuzu. Pic ® with Eze Charles Iheke 
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Ohama dike International (Bende War Dancers) with Opiegbe 

greets Ichie Ezenwude and his sister Oduenyi Abagana 

Ichie Ezenwude reading the citation of Opiegbe as 

Igwe Austin Ezenwa (Agblanze) prepares to honor 

Ichie Ezenwude looks on with approval as his friend Opiegbe is honored with title “Akpara Adighi achi of Abagana by 

HRH Austin Ezenwa (Agbalanze) Igwe of Abagana in 2005 
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Abagana2001 Knight and mom 
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With Fr. Ajamma in Newark New Jersey 
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As Grand Knight of Columbus during the Elevation of Fr. Anselm Nworgu to the position of Monsignor at the Cathedral 

Basilica in Newark, NJ.  Right in Abagana during a service 

At the Requiem Mass at Blessed Sacrament Parish, Saint Charles Borromeo Chuirch (Igbo Catholic Church), 

Newark New Jersey during the Requiem Mass in Honor of Professor Cyril Nwako.  
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With Monsignor Anselm Nworgu 

With Clement Eze 

With Rev. Fr. Ajamma at the Inallation of 

Msgr. Anselm 

C C with Chief Titus Osuagwu (Nma-agha) and other Knights 
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I will never forget that cold evening when your spirit told me of your passing. The 

day was December 29, 2013; my daughter was braiding my hair.  Halfway through the hair, at 

about 4:30 p.m., I started to feel some chills all over my body and I stopped to make a cup of tea.  

While the water was boiling, I went to use the restroom.  On my way, my inner side said,“CC, 

why are you showing yourself to me?  CC are you dead?  CC is dead.  Please God forgive me for 

these negative thoughts.”  After using the bathroom, I pondered why CC has not phoned me –I 

called my brothers-in-law Gordin and Chidi and Mr. Iheke, and asked them if they have heard 

from CC.  What his spirit revealed to me started to unfold. 

 

My world, in a twinkle of an eye, was torn into a million pieces, which I may never be able to put 

together except by the grace of God. 

I cannot question God and I know it is not his will to inflict pain on me and the children; I could 

only ask God to tell me what He wants me to learn from this sudden death.  What I took away 

from my conversation with God is that everybody is created to perform a task in this world.  CC 

was sent to this earth to work hard and labor for others. 

 

CC never had a dull moment; he labored for his parents, sisters, brothers, wife, children, 

neighbors, man or woman, young or old, white or black.  He deprived himself rest time to make 

us excel in what we do.  He has almost 300 unused sick days; this is a testimony to his love for 

the job and his students. And he does this with a sense of humor, always smiling.  At the end, 

God said, “You have completed your task; good job, you must come home with me and enjoy the 

fruit of your labor because your joy is not of this world, but in heaven.” And the story of the mus-

tard seed crossed my mind. After this moment with God, the comforter of the dead and the living, 

I started to feel a sense of healing and accept his death. 

 

CC, you were such a gentleman, a faithful husband for 24 years, wonderful father, never a fight, 

hardly upset, very forgiving, humble, not proud, hard-working, smart, patient, peaceful, loving, 

respectful and handsome man. 

Goodnight CC, I will always Love you until we meet again to part no more. I love you, but God 

loves you more. 

 

I would like to commend Kean University and the Kean University Federation of  Teachers for 

adding to their contract an amendment to the Family Tuition Waiver section that ensures that 

Cyril Nwako, Jr. will be able to attend Kean University like his siblings did.  CC touched so 

many people’s lives, I am pleased that this action will cover his interest as well as all those who 

come after him under similar circumstances.  To God be all the honor and Glory. 

 

Victoria Nwako 
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Our parents are the first loves in our lives (a complete, fulfilling set). A part of that set in my life 

is no longer present, and my heart is broken. 

When I first learned of your passing, my world shattered… 

First grandma, a devastating loss not too long ago, and then this shocking surprise! 

I COULDN’T believe it… in fact, I DIDN’T WANT to believe it!!! 

In this short amount of time I’ve gotten to know you, it was such an honor being your daughter. 

You were ALWAYS positive, trying to keep my spirits up, and NEVER letting life get you down. 

You amazed me EVERYDAY with your knowledge and with your ways, and with your approach 

towards life. You were a wonderful, amazing, great, human being, and the best father ever; loving 

and caring in every way! 

You were an Angel here on earth; and transitioned to one in heaven. 

You will TRULY be missed and cherished FOREVER! 

The road ahead will indeed be difficult, but I will DEFINITELY continue to strive for greatness 

and make my dreams which you and mommy have ALWAYS supported me on come true! 

I’ll see you soon daddy… 

(On Graduation Day from High School, I was telling my friend, I’m not going to say “goodbye,” 

but “see ya;” because I will SURELY see her again, and that this is not the end for us). 

The same for us daddy… 

I will see you soon. 

This isn’t goodbye, but a see ya! 

GOD BLESS YOU ALWAYS DADDY 

Loved fondly, your daughter Chinelo Clementina Nwako 
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My father was one of the most profound person I have ever met. He was more than 

my father growing up, he was my best friend and someone that I could confide in 
about anything, anytime and anywhere.. He was the nicest and wisest man I have 

ever met and to say he was merely a good father, would be an understatement. 
My father was the smartest and the kindest yet, always remained assertive. My mom, 
brother and sisters never wanted for anything, there was nothing he could not do for 

us. His accomplishments and his high level of ambition inspired me to become a hard 
working woman. His positive impact in my life and his only wishes were for all his 

children to be better than him. He was a very caring father; selfless, humble and his 
good deeds have influenced and touched a lot of lives in many positive ways. I love 
my father, even more than I love myself and with that said, I can only fulfill his 

wishes and strive to be better than him. God Bless my dad and thank you 
Jesus for blessing me with such a wonderful father in Mary. Amen. 
 

Your Daughter,  Henrietta Nwako 

 

He was a good man and came from a good family. His family are good people and the parents were active in 

the Knights of Columbus. He respected his parents, everybody in his family, and anybody he came into con-

tact with. I knew him when he was a little boy, because I lived with them. He was born at Abagana and a 

native of Abagana as well as I. He went to school, and after finished his master degree, and even earning his 

PhD, the highest degree, and got a job teaching at the university. He had a wife and five children. Cyril 

Nwako was a good person and a happy man. I couldn't see him ever fighting with anybody. He was a fun 

man and made people happy all the time; he was friendly with everybody. He has helped me a lot, especially 

in my family at home. I can't forget him in my life, because he had done big things for me. So CC was my 

brother. May his soul rest in peace, and All Souls who departed through the mercy of God rest in Peace. 

Amen. 

Caroline 

 

The first time I met Cyril (Professor) as we call him I didn’t have the foggiest idea who he was.  It 
was in the office of our mutual friend Chief Iheke. I had some business to discuss with Alex. I was 
immediately drawn to his warmth and generosity of spirit.  

He would disarm any situation with his soft spoken appeal and warm smile, once you met him you 
felt like you’ve known him a lifetime. Little did I know that I will be writing a tribute to him a few 
short years later how flitting life is.  

The Lord has a peculiar way of doing things. He took him away when we least expected it but we 
thank him for giving us the chance to know this wonderful man. Whatever he meant to each of us 
his friends, we are all grateful for the experience. Dear Cyril rest in the bosom of your God and 
make them smile up there as you did here. 

Barbara B. Miller 
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Ewooo, ewu ata mu igu na isiooo--- 

Madu anagolu m’ ula lahuooo--- 

Ebe ka Nwanne mu no nuooo---- 

Ana mu acho nwanne mu ooo--- 

 

My sleep has been murdered. 

Half of me have been severed  

from my body, never to be  

re-attached. 

 

CC, although I am writing this tribute in your honour I am still hopeful that the news from Nigeria that as-

saulted my ears and sent me spiraling downwards on the evening of the 29th December 2013 was not true. I 

still believe that when we arrive, that you would get up and tell us that it had all been a joke and a bad 

dream. 

 

My earliest memories are that of our maternal grandmother, Mrs Rosaline Onua, taking us apart from the 

others and letting us know that our younger siblings were our responsibility. She would say to us that if we 

were successful, that the others would also be successful and if we misbehaved, that the others would go 

down the same route. She would remind us that we should always be mindful of what we did both in pri-

vate and in public and that we must remember that we were the offspring of two illustrious and well known 

families of Abagana and that people would not let us forget this. Mum said as much to us and urged us to 

consult each other before making a major decision about the family. Dad in his own way would always ad-

vise us to ask our grandmother for solutions to things. I remember him one day in those early days saying 

that he would hand over the keys to you as the first son but that you should consider giving them to your 

sister for safe keeping. 

 

You, Frank and I lived as a family in Dublin. Mum and dad left you both in my care. Even when you left 

for the USA and I for England, the closeness amongst us siblings continued. We still consulted each other 

for any major decisions. 

I shall never forget the terrifying journey from Lagos to Jos for Nkechi’s wedding. We took the wrong turn-

ing and ended up on a disused road and seriously thought that we had left Nigeria behind us! You kept ex-

claiming, “Is this Nigeria?” 

 

There were a lot of pleasant memories of shared moments both in New York, Dublin and Nigeria that even 

the sad events of the last year of your life will not erase. 

 

After dad’s death, things started to fall apart. Mum was a shell of her old self after that and so bad advisers 

sprang up from everywhere and things, though, cordial, were never the same again. It deteriorated after 

mum passed on in February 2013. 

 

I am glad, however, that we spoke for two hours on 21/12/2013. What I did not tell you that day was that I 

was about to call you before you called me. I was also on my way out to a meeting but I decided that the 

meeting would have to wait. When the phone cut off, I called you back because I wanted us to talk some 

more. A few things that happened earlier on in the year were made clearer to you that day. Little did I know 

that this would be the last time that we would talk to each other on earth. We had started to mend the bridge 

but you were mowed down before it could be completed. 

 

I remember how proud I was of you after your graduation when I went to see your head of department. He 

congratulated me and when I enquired why, he replied that my brother lived up to and surpassed the prom-

ise that I made to him when I persuaded him to give you a place on his course. 

 

I never thought that I would ever use the following words to describe any of my sibling’s death: “Gone too 



IGBO LEGACY      April 2014     Page 73 

soon.”  You were snatched from us without any warning or preparation.  Who and what did this to you? The 

shock of the manner of your demise has not left me.  I have not slept since that fateful Sunday evening. I can-

not fathom why this had to happen. You were too young to die.  My tears are spent and I cannot cry anymore. 

I am now concentrating on making sense of the whole thing.  You will not be alone over there. More of us 

have now passed on to the other side.  Greet mum, dad, Enuma, your sister, John, your older brother, my son, 

Njikoka and daughter Uchechi, our grandparents, uncles and aunts. 

 

Although you died so young, you achieved so much in the little time that you were allotted.  My sadness is 

that you were not allowed to enjoy what you sowed. 

 

You were the exact image of mum. I thank God that you were snatched from us after her demise, otherwise, 

we would have had two funerals to arrange for the same day. 

 

My darling brother, I loved you on earth but God had other works for you to do.  I thought that you would 

live a lot longer than Stephen did.  I can’t question God. 

 

My children pray for your soul everyday and Ossei cries a lot for you.  Cheta remembers you with fondness 

and your teasing her about her English accent.  The two little ones talked about the last time they saw their 

uncle CC at Abagana. S abina and Chisom are numb with grief. 

 

Rest in Peace in the Lord.  May God receive your soul.  Amen. 

 

Adieu my quiet brother.  

God Loved you more than we did. 

May your soul rest in the peace of the Lord. 

 

Lots of  love 

From Your Sister  

Dr Nwakaego Florence Nwako-Oraelosi (Oduenyi Abagana) 



IGBO LEGACY      April 2014     Page 74 

“HOW HAS MY IROKO FALLEN?” 

A TRIBUTE TO MY DARLING BROTHER, MY SUNSHINE 

Professor Cee Cee Nwako 
 

It is inconceivable to me as the younger sister of late Professor CC Nwako.  The fallen iroko. A s I 

am writing this piece, part of me has been removed and taken away forever; I am lonely, desperate, 

starved with the immense love of the one and only elder brother I had.  Professor CC was many 

things for many people but to me he was a dear and loving brother.  I cannot recount or enunciate 

the various good time we had together, but overall, CC was my best friend, brother, and confident. 

We enjoyed, laugh, cry, and fight but deep down we remained the best of friends or siblings.  I 

called him best friend because we shared a lot in common. We talked, we laughed, we gossipped 

together, and above all we understood each other.  Where are you today my brother CC?  You left 

me all alone.  I want to see your beautiful smile, your caring personality, your constructive impute 

into my life and that of others in our immediate family.  You made it possibly for me to continu-

ously visit the United States on your consistent invitations.  Without you, it would have been impos-

sible to visit the states.  What do you want me to do?  I looked forward to you, and you never disap-

pointment me in any way.  Where are you my brother CC?  The news of your death was relayed to 

me in December 29, 2013 at about 9:30 p.m. received with rude shock, and I passed out in disbelief. 

I questioned my sister who relayed this message of your death with reaction such as “where”, 

“when”, “how”, “are you sure of what you are telling me?”  When it was confirmed, I questioned 

God, as to why now.  Why did He take away my beloved brother without any goodbye to me or us? 

Many recalls among them was your active participation and presence during my wedding. You were 

present with your entire family and that gladdened my soul and that made me a proud lady. 

 

Even when your brother-in-law was involved in a mishap and your jeep was damaged beyond repair, 

you let go and thanked God for life saved which many cannot do for their sister and a host of other 

things done.  My problems you shared with me even until your death.  I never knew my last conver-

sation on the 25th (Xmas) and 26th December 2013 would be the last time we shared and laughed to-

gether in this wicked world.  We discussed a lot of things, and three days later you passed on.  What 

a wicked world and if any person had any hand in your death, vengeance as GOD said should be left 

to HIM.  I still recollect on every discussion we held which was (Life is too Short) with us laughing 

together over that comment.  I never knew it would be as short as this that I’m using the word (MY 

HEARTY BROTHER CC GONE TOO SOON). (CHEE EWU ATAA ANYII IGU N’ISI) 

“EWOOO”.  

 

No one can ever truly comprehend how heartbroken a person feels when losing a loved one, a sib-

ling so dear to heart; it could only be understood by those going through it with the experience of 

death which is terrible.  My head is so full of fond memories of you, the jokes, and closeness, advice 

that no expressions can describe my innermost troubled feelings and I cannot say how much I am 

hurt.  Death is a thief, you are no more.  You traveled all the way from U.S.A. to see your kinsmen 

and others on what we discussed about mums funeral and to attend other occasions and it ended up 

like this.  Your family is still in doubt about what happened and who are we to ask.  

 

Your death has created a very big vacuum in our troubled hearts and life, especially in Sir 

Nwako’s family. Your wife and children miss you most.  Many others will miss you, your brothers, 

sisters, nephews, nieces, colleagues in the university you taught, your workers in Aba, uncles, aunts, 

relations, cousins, friends, etc.  Testimonies of your kindness, humanity, simplicity follow you and I 

(Continued on page 75) 
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console myself with the book of Ecclesiastes 3: 1-10 which says “there’s a time for everything…” 

 You were a solid rock and a very successful man within your short lifespan.  You were much 

conserved, reserved, kind hearted to the admiration of many with your unending smile even when it 

gets tough or hard.  A man of intelligence, integrity, fortitude, humility, caring, and loving is gone.  

Another Dad (shelter) gone.  It seems so difficult for me to realize that you are no more.  It is like a 

fairytale, yet it is true.  The story sounds incredible, unreal, yet it is real. 

 Wherever you are my beloved CC for sure in the bosom of the Lord with Dad, Mum, Your 

elder brother John, Sister Emilia, etc. that the good Lord will open the doors of Heaven and mercy for 

you and accept you in Glory where peace and happiness thrive. 

 Adieu my darling brother Cee Cee till the final day when we shall meet to part no more. 

 

REST IN PERFECT PEACE OF THE LORD. AMEN. 

WITH FONDEST MEMORIES. 

YOU’RE DARLING SISTER 

NNEKA – NELLY.  

(Continued from page 74) 

 A silent tribute by an Abagana man during the wake organ-

ized by Abagana Welfare Union in NJ/NY 
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A TRIBUTE TO MY BROTHER  

PROF.C. C. NWAKO ICHIE EZENWUDE OF ABAGANA 

 I was very sad when I heard the heartbreaking news from Ifeyinwa our sister. I 
could not believe it for it sounded incredible to my family and me. What a sad news! Our 
brother C. C. was a very gentle young man. He did not like to pick quarrels with anyone 
whatsoever. I could remember in those days when daddy forced him to study at St. 
Charles teachers training collage; he accepted it as a sign of humility. That portrayed a 
good character. 
 He always liked to crack jokes and cause laughter during the period we stayed to-
gether. We were all brought up in Aba by our late mum, Lady Elizabeth Titi Nwako and 
Sir Cyril Nwankwo Nwako. 
The death of C.C. has created a vacuum in our family. 
           An academician 
          A professor 
          A lecturer 
          A counselor 
          A peace maker 
          A publisher 
Well, the creator knew how the whole thing happened. 
 ‘‘Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly. The wise 
shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools. Prov.3:34-35. 
 To God be the glory.  
Sister Kate Obiageli Nwanochili (Mrs.) 
Nee Nwako 
WHATCHMAN CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC 
RENEWAL MOVEMENT 
IHIALA DISTRICT 
FOR AND ON BEHALF OF PASTOR BONIFACE NWANOCHILI'S FAMILY. 
IHEMBOSI 

 
 
 
TRIBUTE 
 
I'm deeply hurt by your strange and sudden departure. We're just beginning to under-
stand ourselves. That fateful day that you strolled into my Lagos office, I could see a man 
of humanity, generosity, and an open-heart ever willing to help others. Why now! Why so 
soon! If I knew that will be our last, I would have spent a much longer time with you. But 
God knows best. Adieu, my brother knight. Sleep on!!!! 
 
Dr. & Mrs. Celey Okogun   
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Condolence Greetings 

With heavy heart and comforting condolence the en-

tire staff of SGF Freight Services, join the family of 

our dear friend and loyal customer Dr. Cyril Nwako to 

wish him rest in the bosom of the lord.  May he con-

tinue to rest in peace in Jesus name. 

Signed – Stephen Wangboje for SGF Freight Services, 

Inc. 

The family of Stephen Wangboje, wish to express sin-

cere condolence to the wife, children and entire family 

of our friend Dr. Nwako on his passing on to 

glory.  May the lord grant his soul perfect peace and 

may he strengthen the entire family at this time in Je-

sus name. 

Signed – Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Wangboje and family 

LEFT SO EARLY 

C.C., as we fondly called him, was a very bal-

anced person who always knew how to approach 

and engage issues as they were being confronted. 

Sometimes his strategy is not immediately under-

stood but  given time it always triumphs.  He was 

a very good listener and tried to offer advice 

whenever he could.  He was a good husband and 

father to his wife and kids. 

 

No matter the occasion that he finds himself he 

always tried to blend in. I once asked him why he 

was so receptive of people whether young or old, 

he replied back by saying that he saw himself as a 

bridge between our parents (the older generation 

and the younger generation) being those that he 

seniored, truly if one analyses the manner in 

which he handles people it would be easily be 

confirmed that he had respect for everybody that 

was opportune to  have met him. It has to be men-

tioned that he was a jolly good fellow who pre-

ferred to see an half full glass instead of an half 

empty glass. He also excelled educationally. He 

made his doctorate at a young age which pro-

pelled him to the position he held until he was 

called to glory. 

 

He wasn’t selfish and miserly with his time, he 

tried to be there once he is opportune even amidst 

very difficult circumstances.  I remember on one 

of my trips to America when I needed to travel 

down to South Dakota, he left all he was doing 

then and escorted me down to my destination and 

advised me on the best way to handle the issue at 

hand. 

 

I could go on and on and on but it will not bring 

him back.  From my perspective I believe he left 

so early but was able to achieve so much in such a 

short life span.  It`s a very big loss to his immedi-

ate family, the entire Nwako family and his rela-

tives of which I am one, we pray that God al-

mighty will grant us all the fortitude to bear this 

terrible loss and that this should be the final bus 

stop of this plaque that visited us at this time. 

 

Val C Onaku 

On behalf of the entire 

Onaku Family 

I HATE TO SAY GOODBYE TO PROF. NWAKO  

BY KINGSLEY MEGWARA  

Words can hardly capture my feelings of joy 

for meeting you while pains and  

anguish have engulfed me for losing you. Let 

me therefore  hide in this little poem for you. 

"A man of conscience Unswerving loyalty 

Ambitious and forward looking,  

Ever so courageous  

A friend to crave  

A brother to cherish 

A collegue to treasure. 

Prof. you seen to have a handle on life,A stra-

tegic planner with acts all  

together,Anchored to God in devotional 
acts,A servant of men by philanthropy. It is 
goodnight on earth but it is goodmorning for 

you in heaven. Rest in Peace Brother. 

Kingsley O Megwara 
Specail Assistant on Diaspora Matters, 

to Governor T. A. Orji of Abia State 
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From: Ejiogu Family 

Date: Fri, Feb 21, 2014 at 12:26 AM 

 

Heart felt condolence 

  

We are very saddened to hear of your 
recent loss and would 

 like to express our sincere condo-
lences to you and your family. 
May peace and comfort find you a this 
most difficult time. 
 

Sir Obed Ejiogu 

Queens, NY 

From: Joseph Tag 

Date: Fri, Feb 21, 2014 at 2:11 PM 

 

Cyril....condolences 
 

Sorry to get news about Cyril passing. 

 

We always had good discussions about 

"corporate image design" and 

also about photo-styles  (poses and an-

gles ) of professionals for 

publicity shots; 

and photos of buildings, and the quality of 

the image to the viewer. 

Peace. 

Joe Tag, School of Social Sciences ( Po-

litical Science, Economics, Sociology  



IGBO LEGACY      April 2014     Page 84 



IGBO LEGACY      April 2014     Page 85 

WHERE DO I BEGIN 

As I write this tribute to my dear good friend, big brother and confidant Ichie, Prof. Dr. Sir, C. C. 

Nwako, I recall being shaken initially almost afraid, that you have left us being human and knowing 

how fearful I am, but you reassured me that your love is forever. 

 

C C knowing you as a friend is something I am going to cherish the rest of my life.  The last time I 

spoke to you December 27th, 2013 the day you left for Nigeria, you said “ Chair I will see you in 10 

days”  C C what happened? You promised me that we will see, death why why?  I will always remain 

your friend and your memory will remain enshrined in my heart. 

 

Your friendship and position as 2nd Vice Chairman Peoples Club of Nigeria, Cherry Hill Branch is 

irreplaceable.  Adieu my friend, la na udo Prof, Rest in Peace CC 

 

Your friend for life 

Hon Prince Desmond Ogugua Jr. 

Nnanyereugo na Eziudo 

Chairman PCNI Cherry Hill 

My dear C.C, I am short of words & I am still 

dumbfounded when I heard of your sudden disap-

pearance from this world.  How come it happened 

like that?  You left us without a word.  C.C. please 

tell me what happened.  I will not rest until I hear  

from you.  Rest in perfect peace till we see again.  

 

Lady Onaku & family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Justin Lappen  

Date: Fri, Feb 21, 2014 at 11:11 AM 

Professor Cyril Nwako 

I am truly sorry for your loss. Professor Nwako 

was truly an amazing person and had a great im-

pact on my college education. May his memories 

and love give you strength through this difficult 

time. My thoughts and prayers are with you all. 

May God comfort you with His peace and 

strength.  
 

Justin Lappen 
Fourteen Graphics 
breakthemold  

Above ; C C at Peoples club induc-

tion in London 2001 

 

(l)  Launching and Induction of PCNI 

Cherry Hill Branch officiated by 

HRH Eze Ogugua Trustee of Peoples 

Club 
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From: Neil Tetkowski 

Date: Fri, Feb 21, 2014 at 2:53 PM 

condolences 

I will really miss Cyril. My sincere condolences. 

 

Neil 

 

Neil Tetkowski 

Director of University Galleries 

Kean University  
 

 

 

From: Samar Tabet 

Date: Fri, Feb 21, 2014 at 5:13 PM 

Subject: My condolences 

 

 

My condolences to your family. 

 

 

From: Robert Anigbogu 

 

Date: Sat, Feb 22, 2014 at 12:07 PM 

 

Condolence Message to the Nwako Family 

 

My Family's thoughts & prayers are with you and 

the entire Nwako Family. May the Soul of Prof. 

Cyril Nwako (Ezenwude n'Abagana) & all the 

faithfull departed, Rest in Perfect Peace with the 

Lord. Amen!! May the Lord grant each & every 

one of you, the Abagana Community in NJ and in 

the Diaspora, the strength to bear this devastating 

loss.  Jisi nu ike!!!   

 

Emeka & Kevwe Anigbogu - Anaeliaku n'Aba-

gana 

 

 

From: CathyJackie  

Date: Sat, Feb 22, 2014 at 4:03 PM 

Condolences 

Please accept my sincere condolences to all who 

are bereaved by professor C.C Nwako as we knew 

him. My name is CathyJackie M. and I met Prof. 

C.C through my great friend Dr. Ejike Okonkwo a 

relative to Prof. C.C. It was a shock to realize his 

demise.  I can say this truly confirmed my believes 

that say God only takes the good ones, and the rest 

of us, we are left behind for a chance to change 

our ways. I had to tell his cousin Dr. Ejike Ok-

onkwo to stop being too good as he is, otherwise 

he will be next to go and we are not ready for 

that.  I will always remember Prof. C.C for his 

smiles and his youth looking which he used to joke 

and say he was only 18 years old. Looking at his 

all black hair, I believed him. May God rest his 

soul eternally.  You were a good man! Amen!  

 

Cathyjackie! 

 

 

 

From: Frank J. Esposito   

Date: Sat, Feb 22, 2014 at 9:07 PM 

 

Cyril's Passing 
 

To the Nwako Family, 

 

Cyril was a wonderful friend who remained upbeat 

even when faced with 

difficulties. I admired his courage and valued his 

friendship. 

He will be sorely missed at Kean by students, 

staff, and faculty. My 

deepest condolences to you. 

 

Frank J. Esposito 

Distinguished Professor and 

Former Interim President 

Kean University 
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From: Tiffany Major  

Date: Sun, Feb 23, 2014 at 5:21 AM 

 

Condolences to the Nwako Family 

I truly apologize for not be able to attend your 

families services due to work. I am sending my 

condolences to the Nwako family during this diffi-

cult time. God has a new angel who is now a pro-

tector working through the clouds wherever your 

family is present. Although this absence may hurt, 

with faith and the belief that God will get you 

through anything, you are all in amazing hands.  

" John 14:1-4 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Be-

lieve in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s 

house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I 

have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and will take you to myself, that where 

I am you may be also. And you know the way to 

where I am going.” 

To Tiffany and Henrietta,  

We may not see each other often or speak every 

day but I am thankful to have grown up around 

two intelligent and beautiful woman raised by 

amazing parents/role models and I know your fa-

ther will still be proud of the both of you and your 

siblings on your success in life. 

Your family will continue to be in my prayers. 

Love, 

Tiffany Major  

 

 

From: Bryan Lees 

Date: Sun, Feb 23, 2014 at 5:36 PM 

 

Condolences 
 

 

The Nwako Family, 

 

I was deeply saddened to learn of your 

loss.  Unfortunately, illness prevented me from 

meeting you personally last evening. 

 

I knew Cyril well during his entire career at 

Kean.  We worked together on many committees, 

on General Education development, and on Gen-

eral Education implementation and I always ad-

mired Cyril's enthusiasm and commitment to stu-

dents and to the University.  He was a highly val-

ued colleague who shall be deeply missed. 

 

With my sincerest condolences. 

 

Bryan Lees 

 

(Prof. of Chemisry) 

From: Jane A. George  

 

Date: Sun, Feb 23, 2014 at 9:07 PM 

 

Condolence 
To Harriet:  Please accept my deepest sympathy on 
the loss of your father. 
I enjoyed having you in my class last semester.  My 
thoughts and prayers are with you 
and your family. 
 
Sincerely, 
Professor Jane George, School of Visual and Perform-
ing Arts. 
 

From:  Ofodile 

Date: Mon, Feb 24, 2014 at 12:03 PM 

 

Our deepest Sympathy 

 

Please accept our deepest sympathy. May the Lord 

give you the strength to bear all this. 

F Ofodile 

From: Kashyap 

Date: Tue, Feb 25, 2014 at 3:48 AM 

Sincere condolences 

Words seem inadequate to express the sadness we 

feel about Prof. Nwako. 

He was my mentor and guide. I recently graduated 

from the MS GComm. program. My sincere con-

dolences to family and friends. 

 

Kashyap Purohit 



IGBO LEGACY      April 2014     Page 88 

From: Sharifa O. Ghafoor  

Date: Tue, Feb 25, 2014 at 10:30 AM 

Subject: Dr.Nwako 

My deepest condolences and prayers to the family 

of Dr. Nwako. He was my professor in undergadu-

ate studies in the Graphc Arts Dept. He was a 

wonderful man, friend and very funny. I have very 

fond memories of him. Printing class was always 

fun.  

  

Sharifa Ghafoor 

Flemington NJ 08822 

From: Vincent Icheke  

Date: Wed, Feb 26, 2014 at 8:50 AM 

Late Dr.CC Nwako 

 

To the wife and children of Dr CC NWAKO 
please accept our most profound and deepest 
sympathies on the death of your late husband 
and father. May his soul rest in perfect peace. 
AMEN 
  
VINCENT IKEM CHEKE & 
DEREK ICHEKE 
OROFIA ABAGANA 
 

 
From: Angelachinwuba   

Date: Fri, Feb 28, 2014 at 5:13 PM 

Message of Sympathy. 

To the Nwako Family, 

 

Please accept our most heartful sympathies for 

your loss. Our thoughts are with you and your 

family during this difficult time. 

 

From Mrs Angela Okonkwo and Children. 

Surrey, England. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From:  ramachukwu 

Date: Sat, Mar 8, 2014 at 12:23 PM 

 

Tribute 

 

TRIBUTE TO AN AMIABLE NEPHEW: CYRIL 

CHIDOZIE  (C.C.) NWAKO 

It's really very difficult to pick up a pen to write a 

tribute to my nephew C.C. Nwako. 

You were hale and hearty the last time we met. 

You looked good and your very person never re-

vealed you would go very soon. 

We are still dumbfounded asking ourselves what 

must have gone wrong. It's only the almighty Fa-

ther who knows everything that can answer the 

questions. We believe in the resurrection and we 

hope that we shall meet again on the last day. 

Sleep on Good one. Rest in the blossom of The 

Lord, till we meet to part no more. 

Good Night. 

 

Lady Dr. Rose Amanchukwu 

On behalf of the Amanchukwu's. 

CC at the Wake Keeping of his mother Lady Elizabeth 

Nwako in New Jersey 
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Members of the proposed NJ African Commission in Trenton 

With Governor James McGreevey during the Nigerian 

National Flag Day event at the Governor’s Mansion,  

Drumthwacket, Princeton, NJ CC with his Excellency Governor Orji Uzor Kalu 
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With Regina Thomas (NJ Secretary of States) and Gov Orji Uzor Kalu on a visit to Governor of  NJ James McGrevey 

With Governor Orji Kalu’s entourage on a visit to Governor James McGreevey at the State House New Jersey 
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With M C K Ajuluchukwu while Representing Governor James McGrevey of  NJ in Abakaliki Nigeria 

With Gov. James McGreevey as he received the King of Nnewi HRH Igwe K. Orizu (r) 

With McGreevey Chief of  Staff  Mr. Gary Tofeth 

as Gov. Jim McGreevey welcomed 

to Princeton, NJ the Traditional 

Ruler of Nnewi, His Royal Highness  

Igwe K. Orizu 

Professor Nwako with Dr. Adeniyi 

Ogunkoya, member of the Nigerian 

National Flag Day in New Jersey 
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Senator Chris Adighije and Dr. Manfred Obi 

With the Deputy Governor of Abia State at a 

Reality event in Houston, Texas 

With Governor Orji Kalu’s mom, Odiuko na mba 

C C with others at a Reality International Organization meeting in NJ 

With Governor Orji Uzo Kalu 
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With Ace Comedian Chief Zebrudaya Okoroigwe Nwogbo Alias 430 

With Uche Ogbuagu and Frank Nwako in NJ 

With Professor Chudi Uwazurike now member of National 

Assembly 

With Reymond Dokpesi, President and CEO of AIT 
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The exit of an icon - Professor Cyril C. Nwako  
 

Lady Victoria Nwako 

The Nwako Family 

New Jersey, USA 
 

On behalf of the family of His  Excellency, Com-

modore Amadi Ikwechegh , I sincerely express our 

sympathy to you and your family on the untimely 

passing of your dearly beloved husband and fa-

ther, Prof. Cyril Nwako. 
 

No doubt his unexpected passing has created a 

void in your lives, the shock and pain of which 

can never be adequately expressed. I urge you to 

be consoled by the fact that he is in the Happi-

est Place and his enviable , exemplary life is 

endorsed by society, friends and colleagues 

positively for all time. 
 

My husband had the opportunity to interact with 

him in his last days and was greatly impressed 

with him. His legacy will endure and I pray God 

to grant him eternal rest and you grace to bear 

the loss.. 
 

Sincere Regards 

Her  Excellency, 

Barr. Mrs. Frances N. Amadi Ikwechegh & family. 

Commodore Amadi Ikwechegh and 

Professor Cyril Nwako  

admiring Amadi’s picture in Elizabeth, 

NJ 2010 

Above insert, C. C and her Excellency 

Mrs. Frances Ikwechegh during the 

wake keeping in NY for Late Commo-

dore Amadi Ikwechegh 
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Professor Nwako with General David Jemibewon 

A detribalized, exemplary Nigerian 
 

I got to know Professor Cyril Nwako through my good friend Chief Alex Iheke (Opiegbe of  

Igbere, Abia State) about three years ago at Maryland, USA, and since then, we have maintained 

close contact until I heard of this sad death at 55, recently.   

 

Cyril was a great academician who taught for about 24 years at Kean University, New Jersey 

USA.  He was an excellent representative of our country, and  a detribalized, exemplary Nigerian.  

May the almighty God grant his soul eternal peace.  Amen. 

 

General David M. Jemibewon 

CFR mni, (retired) 
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Requiem Mass Venue: Blessed Sacrament Parish/St. Charles Borromeo Church, (Igbo Catholic) 

15 Van Ness Place, Newark New Jersey (610 Clinton Avenue, Newark, NJ 07108) 

 

Monsignor Anselm Nworgu, Presiding with Rev Fr. Partrick Nsionu and other Prists while the Knights 

of Columbus Led the procession.  Cyril’s daughters, Chinenye-Tiffany and Kenechiona—Henrietta 

rendered the first and second readings 
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Officiating Minister at the Wake Keeping in New Jersey from Left: Fr. Steve Aribe, Fr. Patrick Nsionu, Fr. Longinus,  

Monsignor Anselm Nworgu, Fr. Anyaka 
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Vincent Santoro, 

Vice President 

Manufacturing 

for Ideal Jacobs 

Corp., Frank, 

Vicky and  

Cyril III. 
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Wake Keeping Venue: New Community Center 56 – 68 Hayes Street, Newark, New Jersey 
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Knights of Columbus making a presentation to Mrs. Nwako 
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Kpoko Abagana mourning Ichie Ezenwude na Abagana during the Wake Keeping in New Jersey, USA 

C C family mourning during the wake keeping in New Jersey 
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A cross section of attendees during the wake in New Jersey 
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Valentine Onaku and Elizabeth Motanya at the 

Wake Keeping in New Jersey 

Henry Motanya, Dr. Nwakego Oraelosi & friends at the Wake 

Keeping in New Jersey. 

The Sir. Cyril Nwako Family in America for the Wake Keeping of Professor Cyril Nwako 
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Dr. Greg D’Amico of Kean University delivering a eulogy at the Blessed Sacrament Church New Jersey during the Wake 

Keeping of Prof. Cyril Nwako. 
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Friends of Frank Nwako held a wake keeping in New York to Support their friend 

for his loss of a brother, Professor Cyril Nwako 
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Dr. Eugene Ezekwueche of Atlanta Georgia during one of AWU 

events in America. 

Presenting Kolanuts to Abagana Welfare Union Convention in New Jersey 
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Abagana Welfare Union 
Held a Wake keeping according to their Constitution 

The AWUA Logo Provided by Professor C. C. Nwako 
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APPRECIATION 
 

The Nwako family of Urumpi Village, 

Abagana in Njikoka LGA of Anambra 

State expresses deepest and sincere 

appreciation to family members, in-

laws, friends, professional colleagues 

and well wishers who have commiser-

ated with us in this time of grief. 

 

Your prayers, visits, phone calls, let-

ters and words of comfort have been a 

source of strength to our family, espe-

cially Professor Cyril Nwako’s wife 

and children. 

 

May the Almighty Father bless and 

abide with you all. 

 

Amen. 
 

Cyril C. Nwako (III) 

For the family 


